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WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE Supplement 1-83 


WASHINGTON, Jan. 12--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in 
USS ,wacricul turals trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS 


U.S. agricultural exports during November 1982 dropped 10 percent 
in volume to 12.9 million tons and 19 percent in value to $3.0 billion from 
the same month a year ago. Sharply lower wheat shipments and much lower corn 
and soybean prices compared to November 1981 accounted for most of the decline~ 
in export value. 
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U.S. agricultural exports for the first two months of, fiscal-1983 
(October-November) were valued at $5.9 billion, down 23 percent’ in value “from 
$7.7 billion in the comparable period a year earlier. Export volume for Octo- 
ber-November was down 17 percent to 25 million tons, compared with 30.1 mit- 


lion tons for this period last year. rs) 
ta 
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U.S. exports of wheat in November fell 26 percent in volume (com- 
pared to November 1981) to 2.6 million tons because of the absence of exports 
to the Soviet Union and much lower shipments to China and North Africa. No 
shipments were made to the Soviet Union in November, compared to 489,000 tons 
the year before. Wheat exports to China in November dropped to 246,000 tons, 
compared with 513,000 tons a year earlier. Wheat prices were down 9 percent 
to $158 per ton, resulting in a 32-percent drop in total wheat export value. 


U.S. corn exports in November declined 3 percent in volume to 4.3 
million tons, as declines to Western Europe and other regions offset the large 
increase in shipments to the Soviet Union. Corn shipments dropped nearly 
200,000 tons to West Germany (compared with November 1981) and more than 
100,000 tons to Spain, while exports to the Soviet Union rose more than 
300,000 tons to 1.0 million tons. Corn export prices in November were $101 
per ton, down 18 percent from a year earlier, yielding a 20-percent decline in 
total corn export value. 


Soybean export volume in November dropped 10 percent to 2.5 million 
tons, primarily reflecting lower shipments to Japan. Export prices--at $223 
per ton--were 13 percent lower than in November 1981, resulting in a 22-per- 
cent drop in total export value. 


The volume and value of exports of soybean meal, soybean oil, feed 
and fodder and tobacco, among others, were up in November compared to a year 
earlier. Export volume and value of rice, cotton and poultry meat, among oth- 
ers, were down compared to last November. 
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LYNN KRAWCZYK, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies may 
be obtained from FAS Information Services Staff, 5918-South, Washington, D.C. 
20250 eeete) a (202) 447-7937 « 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS 


U.S. agricultural imports during November 1982--at $1.2 billion-- 
were up 2 percent from the same month a year ago. Import volume for Novem- 
ber was down 16 percent from a year earlier. 


Horticultural product imports of $363 million and livestock and 
livestock product imports of $229 million were up 17 and 18 percent, respec- 
tively, from November 1981. Imports of sugar and tropical products ($451 mil- 
lion) and oilseeds and products ($38 million) were partially offsetting with 
declines of 15 and 25 percent, respectively, from November 1981. 


U.S. agricultural imports during the first two months of fiscal 
1983 totaled $2.7 billion, up 2 percent from the pace set during the same two 
months of the previous fiscal year. Fruit and vegetable imports of $738 mil- 
lion were 16 percent greater than the comparable two-month period in 1981. 
Increases occurred in a number of fruit and vegetable products, led by orange 
juice concentrate imports of $75 million, more than double the value of the 
accumulated two-month period in 1981. The value of coffee imports during the 
current two-month period was $543 million, up 16 percent, despite a 6-percent 
decline in the November 1982 import value. 


AGRICULTURAL TRADE BALANCE 


U.S. trade activity in November 1982 resulted in an agricultural 
trade surplus of $1.8 billion, down 29 percent from the $2.6 billion surplus 
recorded in November 1981. For the first two months of the current fiscal 
year, the agricultural trade balance posted a surplus of $3.2 billion, down 36 
percent from the same two months a year earlier. 


—more— 
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